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AGER, Percy (Albert Percy) 
 

Lance Corporal, 9109 

7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment  
Place of birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Tuesday, 24th July, 1915 
Killed in Action 
Cemetery: Gunners Farm Military Cemetery, 
Belgium 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 20 years 
 
Although registered as Albert Percy, the third son of William and Christiana, he was 
always known as Percy.  His parents were married in 1885.  Percy was born 14th 
August 1894 and baptised at St Mary’s Church Haverhill on 11th November 1896 
along with his brothers William and Charles.  The growing family were then living at 
48 Eden Road, together with daughter Annie, but lived previously at 2a Peas Hill. 
 
At the time of the baptisms William was a mat weaver but by 1901 he was a cloth 
cutter, and Christiana a jacket machinist, working at home.  There had been two 
additions to the household with the arrival of a fourth son, Arthur, in 1897 and mother 
in law Harriet Wallis, nee Pannel, then a widow.  Annie, 15, was now a cloth baster. 
 
Sadly Christiana died in 1905, when Percy was 11 years old, and was buried on 30th 
November in Haverhill Cemetery.  Annie gave up her job to look after the family and 
by 1911 the boy’s had left school and all had jobs – Percy becoming a silk weaver at 
Messrs. Vanner & Fennells. 
 

Percy was well known as a good junior footballer 
and a member of the Haverhill United team which 
won the Halstead Junior League in the season 
1911-12.  In the following season he played for 
Haverhill Rovers Reserves and gained another 
medal as they won the South Suffolk Junior 
League.  Later he was occasionally included in 
the Rovers first eleven. Percy was said to be quiet 
and undemonstrative and respected by all who 
knew him. 

Percy in the Rovers Reserves team-1913 
 
With the outbreak of the war Percy was the first Haverhill recruit for Kitchener’s 
Army, joining the newly formed 7th Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment at Bury St 
Edmunds, and before the end of 1914 he had been promoted to Lance-Corporal.  On 
24th February they set out for Aldershot, and after a week of strenuous marching in 
cold weather they reached their destination.  A few months later they were drafted to 
France, landing at Boulogne on 30th May 1915.  They journeyed by road, rail and on 
foot, in great heat, to reach the 12th Divisional area at Nieppe and soon saw action.  
He became eligible for the Victory and British Medals and the 1915 Star but, 
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regretfully, Percy was killed in action less than two months later on 24th July 1915 at 
20 years of age.  His Commanding Officer wrote in a letter to his father:  

 
‘Your son was a very good soldier: liked by all who knew him; I shall feel his 
loss keenly.  He met his death whilst in a working party; death was 
practically instantaneous.  I am attending his funeral this afternoon (Sun July 
25th) at 3 pm.’ 

 

Percy Albert Ager is 
buried in Gunners Farm 
Military Cemetery, 

Comines-Warneton, 
Hainaut, Belgium. He is 
also remembered on 
the Roll Of Honour at 
the Old Independent 
Church, Haverhill, 
where he had been an 
active member. 
 
Gunners Farm Military 
Cemetery photo courtesy 
of CWGC 

 
 
News of Percy’s death 

was announced in the South-West Suffolk Echo on 31st July and sadly his father died 
days later and was buried with Christiana on the 18th August.  Their gravestone also 
bears a simple inscription:  

 
‘L/Cpl Percy Albert Ager, 7th Bn. Suffolk Regt. K.I.A. 25.7.15. aged 20 years.’ 

 
The "Personal Effects" file for Percy notes his three brothers and brother in law, 
Frank Bigmore as his legatees. 
 


